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President’s Message 
 

CRDA is almost at the end of a wonderful year. We have had such     

opportunity to learn from so many amazing teachers, just to name a few 

with Janelle Johnson and Sherrie Nelson. We have also seen many of 

our own members step into the teaching role and teach us beautiful art 

works. It is so exciting to be a part of such a group.  I want to thank 

everyone for allowing me to lead such an inspiring group of ladies and 

to teach me a tiny part of the immense knowledge that you hold. You 

have given me such a gift that I will always hold dear because all my life 

I thought I could never do that and you showed me what I could.  

Next year is going to be equally as awesome with what is in store for us. 

I can hardly wait and to top it off, I just signed up for classes at the SDP 

Conference in May. I feel so blessed to be a part of this group and 

thankful for the wonderful guidance and patience you have shown to 

me as a fledgling artist and leader. Together we can do it. I hope that 

you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and for all of you a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.   May 2014 hold everything special 

to each one of you. 

December 2013 An affiliated chapter of the 

Society of Decorative Painters 

2013 Board 

Members 
 

 

PRESIDENT 

Suzie Mills 

 

1st VICE PRESIDENT 

(programs) 

Michelle Mueller 

 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

(membership) 

LaMoyne Meek 

 

SECRETARY 

Mary Francis 

 

TREASURER 

Deanna Spence 

 

WAYS AND MEANS 

Kathryn Crane-Thielen 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kathryn Crane-Thielen 

 

 

 

 

Vol V   Issue   XII 

www.citrusridge.org 

Happy painting! 

Suzi 

 

Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn 

Hwy 27, Lake Wales 

Start time 10:00  AM unless otherwise notified 



 

2 

November Meeting minutes  

Mary Francis,  Recording Secretary 

 

 

The November meeting of CRDA was called to order by President Suzi Mills. Attendees at the 

meeting presented a quorum of the membership. 

 

Secretary - As there was no discussion or corrections, the minutes as printed in the November 

newsletter are accepted. 

 

Treasurer - As there was no discussion or corrections, the Treasurer’s Report as printed in the 

November newsletter was accepted as shown. 

 

Last month, the Executive Board met prior to the program being presented, which worked out 

well. 

 

Chapter Forms - The end of the year Chapter Forms are being processed and will be sent to 

headquarters by the due dates.  In the past, one of the points for accreditation was a donation to 

SDP and would count toward 2013 requirements if received by December 31.  A motion was 

made to send a donation to the SDP Foundation in the amount of $100. The motion was seconded 

and membership voted approval. The Chapter Insurance for was given to Deanna Spence, Treas-

urer, to pay.  The IRS Tax Form 990N must also be processed. 

2014 Conference - SDP is asking if the chapters would be interested in decorating a banquet table 

for next year’s Conference.  Vicki read the requested items: Centerpiece to be a one (1) gallon 

paint can, painted, not to exceed 18 inches in height.  Table to be set for ten, includes charger 

plates and a small favor for all. Vicki Alley and Suzi Mills will be attending the Conference and 

will be delivering the decorations. Barbara Layton moved to reimburse expenses, not to exceed 

$50, for the cost of assembling the centerpiece. Motion was seconded and membership voted 

unanimous approval. Vicki will head up the committee and welcomes any who would help. 

 

Nominating Committee - Special Committee of Kathryn Crane-Thielen, Deanna Spence, and  

Andi Scott have assembled the slate of officers for 2014: 

 President - Suzi Mills 

 Vice-President - Vicki Alley 

 2nd Vice-President - Kathryn Crane-Thielen or LaMoyne Meek 

 Secretary - Mary Francis 

 Treasurer - Deanna Spence 

Voting on the candidates reflected the 2nd Vice-President will be Kathryn. The voting was close, 

only one vote different. Motion was made and seconded that the Chapter accept the slate as pre-

sented, with Kathryn as 2nd Vice President. The membership attendees  unanimously voted ap-

proved. 

 

2014 Programs - Vicki presented next year’s known programs. There will be some firming up 

and/or additions or deletions to the proposed program. Guests will pay an additional $5 for each 

seminar/program: 



 

3 

January (2/1-2/2) - Debra Welty 

 February 22 (meeting) - Sandy Aubuchon 

 

 March 22 - Ginny Weigard 

 April 26 - Betty Love (tentative, still no response) 

 May 24 (meeting) - Kathryn Crane Thielen (Part 1) 

 June 28 - Kathryn Crane Thielen (Part 2) 

 July 26 - Mary Francis 

 August 23 (meeting) - Adele Bruno 

 September 27 - Melissa Nece possible 

 October 25 (meeting) - Vicki Alley possible 

 November 22 - Mark Polomchak 

 December - Holiday Party 

 

The chapter will have a choice of which of several designs offered we will be painting for seminar 

programs. 

Vicki is assembling a spreadsheet for next meeting, indicating when the various programs/meetings 

will start. The start times will also be published in the newsletter. 

 

New Business - 

A former CRDA member has donated a great number of decorative art related books, surfaces, etc. 

Michelle has separated all by theme, holidays, etc., and will be bringing the items in over the next 

several meetings. 

The Board has formulated a “Tuition Assistance” form for use by our members who may need some 

assistance in paying for SDP or CRDA dues, for seminar fees, etc. Motion was made, seconded, and 

approved by the membership, to include a $200  line item into the budget for 2014. The form will be 

filled out by the member requesting funds and presented to a committee of three (to be designated) 

for processing.  The assistance form can only be used one time a year any one member. 

 

Brochures for the SSDA Retreat were passed out. 

 

Announcements - 

 

Please consider assisting on any of the committees needed to run our chapter. We will need a Hospi-

tality hostess, Newsletter Editor, Ways and Means, and Sunshine committees. 

Kathryn announced the Christmas Party will be at her house at 3 p.m.  Potluck will be the menu, 

with a meat and cheese tray.  Motion was made, seconded, and voted as approved, to reimburse the 

cost of the meat tray.  There will also be a gift exchange. 

 

 

Show and Tell - We all enjoyed the lovely Show and Tell pieces painted by our members. 

 

 

Mary Francis 

Secretary 
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Quote of the Month 

If you can't see the bright side of life, polish the dull side. 

 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/If_you_can%27t_see_the_bright_side_of_life%2C_polish_the_dull_side./420250/
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Debra Welty’s oil class continued. 
 

The brushes she recommends we have are Red Sable Short Shaders in sizes 2, 4, 6, and 8. 
Also classic filbert (for oil painting) in sizes 4 and 8. 
  
If anyone needs to purchase them, Vicki will place an order with Scharff. 
Here's an estimate of the price of the brushes including ship-
ping. 
  
Series 145 Red Sable Short Shader 
Size 2    $6.00 
Size 4    $6.50 
Size 6    $7.00 
Size 8    $8.00 
  
Series 115 Classic Filbert 
Size 4   $6.50 
Size 8   $9.50 
Orders needed early in January for Vicki to order 
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Vicki Alley introduced the Scrubby at our Christmas Party.  They are 
made in Florida and a natural product.  This is a wonderful way to clean 
your brushes and Vicki feels it makes your bristle s softer.  The price is 
$4.00 and Vicki can purchase them for you through Florida’s Natural 
Grove House. 
 
The fragrance is even better. 

Post-It 

Painters Tip 

Here’s a clever idea to paint round objects and  prevent 

them from rolling around on the counter or having to hold 

them in your hands. 

Place them on a clothes peg  turned on it’s side to balance 

the hobbling knobs until dry. 

Broccoli Salad  
Deanne Spence 

 
1 bunch fresh broccoli, cut into bit size pieces 

3/4 lb bacon, cooked and crumbled up 

1/2 c slivered almonds, toasted 

2 c seedless red grapes, halved 

1 c celery, chp 

Onion, chp to taste 

 

Dressing 

1 c Miracle whip 

1/2 c sugar 

2 Tbsp white vinegar 

Mix dressing ingredients and blend until smooth 

 

Mix vegetables in a large bowl, stir in bacon and almonds, top with dressing 

Serve immediately 
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Post-It Continued 

Tom Mingolello 

CRDA Honorary Chapter Member 

woodbytom@aol.com 

 

Our reliable, wonderful wood worker! 

December Birthdays 

Kathryn Thielen  —  Dec. 6 

Laura Gorman  -  Dec . 9 

Carol Brown—Dec. 28 

 

Ways and Means 

Michelle Mueller took  charge of the Ways and Means in November and raised $100.00 in 

sales!  Good job!  Thank you! 

Deanna Spence won the beautiful reversible Christmas/Halloween project donated by 

Mary Francis! 

Ways and Means will be looking for more painted Raffle donations for the members. 

 

BEAR WITH US, INC.  

welcomes you to our SPRING OPEN HOUSE 

January 10 & 11, 2014 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Come shop at our warehouse. 

Also set up will be:  

Rol Publications www.cherirol.com  

and 

Janelle Johnson, Colored Pencil Artist www.janellejohnson.com 

Tell your friends, bring a carload, come by yourself,  

lots of available parking! 

Bear With Us, Inc. 1331 Green Forest Ct. Unit 16  

Winter Garden, FL 34787  

407-347-5939 

www.bearwithusinc.com 

http://www.cherirol.com
http://www.janellejohnson.com
http://www.bearwithusinc.com/
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This  is the special handpainted apron 

Janice Griffin gave to the hostess 

Welcome back Bev! 

The Christmas Party was a Blast! 
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The Traveling Necklace 

At the last conference I attended a special "show and tell" 

event that had door prizes. Karen Allen and Sue Bowers 

help put the event together and knew what the door prizes 

were. When I won the gorgeous necklace they both told 

me how much they admired the necklace.  I thought it 

would be fun to make it a traveling necklace.  So I gave it 

to Karen and told her she could have it for six months and 

then she could give it to Sue at the conference and she 

could have it for six months.  We'll see what happens after 

that! ! 

Vicki Alley    First VP 

 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 2014 

Thanks 

Toni! 

You did a 

great job 

with laughs 
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DATE:  _______________________ 
 
 
NAME:______________________________________________SDP #_____________ 
 
 
Amount Requested:_________________________________ 
 
Need by:__________________________________________ 
 
Is this:  Total Cost:________         Partial Cost:___________ 
 
 
 
Event Name  and Supporting Information, Reason for Request: ___________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please submit this form to:_________________________Scholarship Committee Chair 
Member SDP and CRDA verified by:__________________ 

Please fill out and submit to the scholarship committee no later than 

one month prior to your needing the funds. 
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Scharff Brushes 

50% off 

Chapter Fund Raiser 

Ok, so this is how it works. When you buy your brushes from Scharff, you are purchasing 

them at a reduced rate of 50% off retail prices. Our Chapter earns a 10% profit on each 

order. Now how great is that!!! Your orders will be individually wrapped with an addi-

tional 50 cents added for shipping. 

There’s no better time than now to get the brushes you need and want and earn your Chap-

ter a few extra dollars at the same time. There is no other way our members can get these 

brushes at half price AND get them shipped! 

QUALITY CUSTOM WOOD CUTTING  

FOR THE DECORATIVE ARTIST 
DISCOUNT PRICES FOR CHAPTER MEMBERS 

 

I can custom cut any wood item for you from any pattern. 

 

If you don’t have a pattern, but have an idea, let me know and I can make it for you.  All items can be made from solid 
Pine, Baltic Birch plywood or Ultra Light MDF board*.  Any size 1/8” to 1-1/2”.  Every wood item is free from knots and 
any defects. 

 

Finished - Sanded - Ready to Paint or Stain 

 

*Ultra Light MDF board is my recommendation because it has an ultra smooth surface, no knots or wood grain, does not warp, sands easily if needed 
and is less expensive than wood. 

 

For more information please contact Tom 
Mingolello 

 

WOOD CREATIONS 
 

 

 

 

Tom Mingolello 

CRDA Honorary Chapter Member 

woodbytom@aol.com 


